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Purpose and Urgency 
America is not suffering from a lack of rights; it is suffering from a collapse of responsibility. 
Liberty has not been destroyed by force alone, but by the slow erosion of conscience, 
restraint, and trust. The Doctrine of Ordered Liberty exists to restore the moral and 
constitutional balance that once defined our civic life. It is not a partisan argument or a 
protest manual. It is a moral framework for evaluating government actions, civic duties, 
and the limits of resistance. 

We stand at a threshold. If liberty is to survive, it must be governed, not by rulers, but by 
truth, law, and voluntary restraint. This document is the entry point into that doctrine: a 
living standard for free people in an age of decay. 

 

What Is Ordered Liberty? 
Ordered Liberty is the condition in which freedom is preserved through moral restraint, 
lawful authority, and constitutional limits. It affirms that liberty is not the absence of 
restraint, but the presence of just authority. It rejects both authoritarianism and mob rule. It 
demands that citizens govern themselves before they seek to govern others. 

The concept appears in our founding documents, our common law, and our national 
conscience. But it has been diluted, politicized, and forgotten. This doctrine restores 
Ordered Liberty as a framework of action, not theory. It calls for: 

 Self-governance over self-indulgence 

 Duty over grievance 

 Voluntary obedience to just law, not coerced submission to power 

 Resistance only when redress has truly failed 

The Five Core Principles of Ordered Liberty 

1. Liberty requires restraint. Rights must be exercised with moral discipline. 

2. Government must be limited. Authority is only legitimate when it is just. 

3. Protest is a duty. Dissent is not disloyalty when justice is denied. 

4. Resistance must be principled. It must restore, not retaliate. 

5. Obedience must be voluntary. Law without conscience is tyranny. 



 

The Moral Structure of Resistance 
Ordered Liberty does not romanticize protest or resistance. It defines a clear progression: 

1. Expression and Dissent – Protected speech, protest, and petition 

2. Civil Disobedience – Nonviolent, public defiance of unjust laws 

3. Active Obstruction – Peaceful interference to stop imminent harm 

4. Defensive Resistance – Force used only in last resort against unlawful aggression 

To be justified, resistance must meet the Five Core Standards: 

 Innocence – The actor is not the aggressor 

 Imminence – The threat is immediate 

 Proportionality – The response matches the threat 

 Avoidance – All peaceful options are exhausted 

 Reasonableness – Judged by objective moral and legal standards 

 

Citizens and Government: Mutual Restraint 
Liberty is not a gift from the state. It is a condition that the state is bound to preserve. In the 
Doctrine of Ordered Liberty, citizens and government each have moral obligations: 

 Citizens must act with honesty, discipline, and civic trust. 

 Government must protect rights, restrain itself, and act within constitutional limits. 

This covenant only holds when both parties honor it. When government compels 
conscience, suppresses protest, or bypasses the law, it breaks the covenant. When 
citizens exploit liberty to excuse lawlessness, they endanger freedom for all. 

 



A Tool for Accountability: The Threshold Evaluation Form 
When public officials violate this standard, outrage is not enough. Citizens need a way to 
record, assess, and respond. The Ordered Liberty Threshold Evaluation Form is a 
structured tool, not a partisan scorecard, for identifying and documenting breaches of 
moral and constitutional restraint. 

It asks: 

 Did the action compel conscience? 

 Did it suppress protest or redress? 

 Did it exceed constitutional limits? 

 Was it applied with a double standard? 

Each evaluation becomes a civic record: a moral testimony that redress was sought, 
reason prevailed, and liberty was not surrendered in silence. 

 

An Invitation to the Full Framework 
This primer introduces the core doctrine. The full Ordered Liberty Reclaimed framework 
contains: 

 The full protest-resistance scale 

 The Five Core Standards explained in depth 

 Historical applications (Concord, Korematsu) 

 Founders’ writings on protest, obedience, and justice 

 A complete glossary and reference archive 

Liberty will not survive on instinct. It must be taught, defended, and restored. Ordered 
Liberty offers the tools to do so with clarity, conscience, and conviction. 

Begin with this primer. Then go deeper. The peace of a republic depends on the order of its 
people. 
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